
 

Pioneer Sailing Trust Awarded £2.3 Million from The National Lottery Heritage Fund 

Pioneer Sailing Trust has been awarded funding of more than £2.3 million from The 
National Lottery Heritage Fund for its Growing Heritage Training and Restoration project, 
made possible thanks to National Lottery players. 

Over the next five years, the Trust will restore two iconic historic vessels, maximise benefits 
for local communities, and establish a sustainable business model to secure their long-term 
future. 

The project will: 

●​ Improve wellbeing, health, and mental health within the community.​
 

●​ Develop pathways into maritime training​
 

●​ Expand the Trust’s capacity to restore and maintain heritage and other vessels.​
 

●​ Increase community engagement via social media to help make boat building more 
accessible for all​
 

This investment will ensure that traditional heritage skills are passed down to a new 
generation, empowering people to build their expertise while safeguarding our nation’s 
seafaring legacy. 

Along with sail making and rope making, one of the most at-risk traditions is traditional 
wooden boat building, which has been officially recognised as an endangered heritage 
craft in the UK (Heritage Crafts – Categories of Risk). The Pioneer Sailing Trust is committed 
to ensuring these skills are not lost, by training and inspiring the next generation of boat 
builders and heritage engineers. 

 

https://www.heritagecrafts.org.uk/categories-of-risk/


 
For over 20 years, Pioneer Sailing Trust has been recognised for its leadership in the 
heritage sector—restoring historic vessels, delivering sustainable operations, and running 
programmes that use maritime heritage to inspire and benefit communities. Its work includes 
skills training, apprenticeships, sail training, and a wide range of community engagement 
initiatives. 

At present, the Trust has three cohorts of apprentices working towards their Level 3 
qualification in heritage boat restoration. Alongside this, the Trust directly employs three 
apprentices to gain hands-on experience at its own facilities, further strengthening the 
pipeline of future craftspeople. The Pioneer Sailing Trust is the only facility in the country to 
offer the Level 3 Heritage Engineering Technician (Marine Pathway) apprenticeship.  

The 2023 “Traditional Boat Building Survey” states that only 6 out of 90 respondents had 
completed a formal apprenticeship in traditional wooden boatbuilding [Heritage Crafts, 
2023] and 73% of survey respondents say traditional wooden boatbuilding is either 
‘Endangered’ or ‘Critically Endangered’. [International Institute of Marine Surveying, 2023] 

Looking ahead, the Pioneer Sailing Trust plans to open its doors to the wider public in 2026, 
offering special experience days and short courses. These sessions will introduce 
participants to basic joinery techniques and provide an accessible entry point into the boat 
building sector. Designed as unique, family-friendly experiences, they aim to spark interest in 
heritage skills while giving people the chance to learn, build, and create together. 

This ambitious programme highlights the vital role the Pioneer Sailing Trust plays in keeping 
endangered maritime skills alive, while creating opportunities for young people and the wider 
community to connect with Britain’s rich seafaring past.  

Felicity Scully said:​
 “We’re so excited to receive the support thanks to National Lottery Players. The grant will 
allow us to put our plans into action and create more opportunity for people to connect with 
their heritage, through training pathways and getting on the water.” 

Since the National Lottery began in 1994, players have raised over £50 billion for good 
causes, with more than 650,000 grants awarded across the UK.  



 
For more information and to keep up to date with the latest news at Pioneer Sailing Trust, 
please feel free to follow along on their social media pages. 

@pioneer.sailing @pioneerck18 Pioneer Sailing Trust 

For any other enquiries or further information, please contact:​
 Felicity Scully​
 Pioneer Sailing Trust​
 📞 01206 303373​
 📧 info@pioneersailingtrust.org.uk 

Georgie Peck​
Engagement Officer​
 📧 bookings.pioneer@gmail.com 

Simon Burwood​
Education Manager​
 📧 training@pioneersailingtrust.org.uk 

 

Follow @HeritageFundUK on Twitter, Facebook, and Instagram, and use 
#NationalLotteryHeritageFund.​
 Learn more at www.heritagefund.org.uk. 

About Pioneer Sailing Trust 

Based at Harkers Yard, Essex, the Trust provides learning opportunities for people to equip them with skills for life, 
both at sea and on land. Whether aboard Pioneer or ashore in Harkers Yard, we believe that every person should have 
a fair start in life no matter their circumstance or background. 

The Trust was initially founded in 1999, with an ambition to restore a 70ft Essex Smack Pioneer boat, which fell into 
decay after a life spent dredging oysters in the North Sea. Restored in 2005, the vessel forged a new life as a sail 
training boat, now an essential part of the Trust’s wider mission to facilitate learning opportunities within young 
people, through maritime experiences. Pioneer Sailing trust is a registered charity with the Charity Commission for 
England and Wales, our Charity number is: 1077522 The Pioneer Sailing Trust is the only facility in the country to offer 
the Level 3 Heritage Engineering Technician (Marine Pathway) apprenticeship. 

mailto:info@pioneersailingtrust.org.uk
mailto:bookings.pioneer@gmail.com
mailto:training@pioneersailingtrust.org.uk
http://www.heritagefund.org.uk

